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3.	 WA Waste Strategy

The WA Waste Strategy was developed pursuant to the State Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery 
Act 2007 (WARR Act). The WA Waste Strategy aims to provide the required knowledge, infrastructure 
and incentives to change current behaviour to more sustainable waste management practices. The 
objectives of the strategy are:

•	 Initiate and maintain long-term planning for waste and recycling processing, and enable access 
to suitably located land with buffers sufficient to cater for the State’s waste management needs;

•	 Enhance regulatory services to ensure consistent performance is achieved at landfills, transfer 
stations and processing facilities;

•	 Develop best practice guidelines, measures and reporting frameworks and promote their adoption;

•	 Use existing economic instruments to support the financial viability of actions that divert waste 
from landfill and recover it as a resource; and

•	 Communicate messages for behaviour change and promote its adoption, and acknowledge the 
success of individuals and organisations that act in accordance with the aims and principles in the 
Strategy and assist in its implementation.

In addition to the Strategic Objectives, the State Waste Strategy contains targets for the diversion of 
materials from landfill across the three key waste streams including the Municipal Solid Waste (MSW), 
Commercial and Industrial (C&I) and Construction and Demolition (C&D) sectors.  The WA Strategy 
targets are listed in Table 3.1

Table 3.1: WA Waste Strategy Landfill Diversion Targets

Waste Stream Region 2015 2020

Municipal Solid Waste
Metropolitan area 50% 65%

Regional centres* 30% 50%

Commercial & Industrial State wide 60% 75%

Construction & Demolition State wide 55% 70%
*	 Note: Regional centres include Albany, Avon, Busselton, Geraldton, Greater Bunbury, Kalgoorlie, Karratha and Peel. Data sourced from the WA Waste Strategy

Esperance is not currently classified as a major regional centre within the State Waste Strategy and 
therefore the MSW targets are not applied to the Shire. However, recognising the Shire’s commitment 
to diverting waste from landfill, the Shire proposes to adopt these targets. The Shire’s activities in 
relation to Commercial and Industrial and Construction and Demolition waste are relevant as they will 
contribute to the State wide targets. 

It is important to note these are the first targets to be established in WA on the diversion of waste from 
landfill. Recognising the opportunity and commitment for continuous improvement in greater recovery 
of materials it is anticipated that these targets will evolve in the future. This may included an increase 
geographical coverage in the legislative requirements associated with achieving the targets which is 
common in other developed countries.
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5.	 Performance

To understand the community’s current performance, the current waste generation volumes and 
recovery rates were assessed for 2016. Using this data, estimated projected waste volumes were also 
calculated over a twenty year period to assist in understanding the quantity of waste that will need to 
be managed in the future.

5.1.	 Current waste generation

All waste generated within the Shire is brought to the Wylie Bay Waste Management Facility and is 
processed by either recycling through the MRF, stockpiled on site for recycling or for future recovery/
treatment, used as landfill cover or disposed of to landfill. The total Municipal Solid Waste (MSW), 
Construction and Demolition (C&D) and Commercial and Industrial (C&I) waste recycled and disposed 
of during 2016 is shown in the following table.

Table 5.1: Total Waste Recycled in 2016 (in tonnes)

Type MSW C&I C&D Total
Recycled Dry Recyclables 466 200 - 666

Glass 79 20 - 99
E-Waste 14 - - 14
Mattresses 2 - - 2
Vehicles - - - -
Steel 294 73 - 367
Tyres 4 1 - 5
Gas Bottles - - - -
Construction & Demolition - - 2,181 2,181
Waste Oil - 8 - 8
Total 859 302 2,181 3,342

Disposed Clean Fill - - 3,913 3,913
Green Waste 726 484 - 1,210
Clinical Waste - 35 - 35
Quarantine Waste - 4 - 4
Asbestos 24 455 - 479
Refuse 2,047 225 - 2,272
Compostables 2,115 675 - 2,790
Recyclables 2,661 1,145 - 3,806
Total 7,573 3,023 3,913 14,509

Total Waste 17,851

The Shire received a total of 17,851 tonnes of waste in 2016 of which 3,342 tonnes was recycled and 
14,509 tonnes was disposed to landfill. It is recognised, due to the absence of a weighbridge at the 
Wylie Bay WMF, the data collected to date has room for improvement however, this data provides a 
sound indication of the waste volumes received in the Shire.
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Diagram 1: Total Waste Recovery Rate

Esperance’s Waste Revolution - Community Workshop July 2017
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•	 Minimise waste going to landfill  - Educate on alternatives – “separate and 
save – sort your trailer before going to the tip”

•	 Keep prices down for diverted waste streams – green waste, C&D etc.
•	 Promote ‘Where does it end up?’

•	 Encourage waste avoidance for households and businesses
•	 Refuse single use products (straws, takeaway coffee cups, plastic bags)
•	 Avoid buying beyond your needs 
•	 Promote incentives for individuals and businesses to operate within the 

waste hierarchy goals 

•	 Promote programs to reduce food waste
•	 Develop & support programs to increase business and community group 

waste management efficiencies
•	 Promote & Support waste reduction programs for individuals and  

businesses

•	 Promote & Support State and national programs that promote Reuse (ie 
Garage Sale Trail, Plastic Free July, responsible cafés)

•	 Formalise the Esperance Tip/Reuse Shop
•	 Support local buy/sell/trade/swap options

•	 Promote current recycle practices and contamination and highlight ways 
these can be improved

•	 Highlight positive case studies 
•	 Educate and promote new recycling programs and initiatives
•	 Provide & Promote collection points for recyclables in Public Spaces

•	 Investigate and promote programs that encourage source separation 
•	 Maintain and Extend Partnerships with key organisations to support 

initiatives in targeted areas – e-waste, globes, batteries, mobile phones
•	 Educate on illegal dumping & inappropriate waste disposal & Enforce 

Penalties where necessary
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For further details on the 
Community Waste Strategy please 

contact the Shire of Esperance 
	 Shire of Esperance 

	 Windich Street
	 Esperance WA 6450

	 PO Box 507

	 (08) 9071 0666

	 (08) 9071 0600

	 shire@esperance.wa.gov.au

	 www.esperance.wa.gov.au

Report 
compiled with 

the assistance of:




